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I'S one and the fame Church py GOD, 
which, Triumphing i in Heaven, en- 
joysthe Fruits of its ViGory ;\ which, 
"Militant on Earth, is expos'd to the 
Affaults of its. Enemies; and which, 
freed from Danger, tho' not yet from 
Puniſhment, is cleanſing: by Pwygerory Pains. And this 
whole Church is 1n Charity: becauſe 1t is in GOD:: Now - 
*ris the Office of Charity , that the Inferiors rejoyce. at 
the Proſperity of their Superiors; and that the —_—_ 
as far as 1n them lies, be aſſiſtant to their Inferiors. We 
therefore give our Brethren, ; who are: now in Heaven, 
what Honour we lawfully may , and in return defire 
A.2 . the 


'the Aſfiltance of their Prayers, of which we often find 


the Effefs. And as for thoſe, who, being ſtut-up in 
the Priſon of P#rgztory, cannot help themſelves, we 
give them, what — we can, by pouring forth our 
Prayers for them to the common Father of us all, who 


is well pleas'd with-this, Bratherly ion, we mutus 
ally ve one andther iff hes Fi FI INK .0VE 
the Sefaries would have broken” aſunder. They fay,. - 
that the Seixts mind only their own Happineſs, neither 
Hearing nor. being any-ways mov'd by our-Prayers g-Fo 
which rhey farther add 3 that, whatever 5 oa e 

from their-Suffrages, we ſo mtch Yn t 
nour of CHRIST : They moreover afhrm, that there are 
not (contrary to what we with the moſt Antieat Fathers 


believe) - any Punifhments, by which ſtick of the '| 
as ar not yet perfectly clean, are Purify'd ae | 
All-theſe- things ere briefly to-be afferted again 

It has ever from the moſt Antient Times, been the - 
Cuſtom of the Orthodox Church, to requeſt of the Bleſſed 
Spirits, the Holy Martyrs, and all others, whom the 
Majeſty of Miracles manifeſted to be in the Fruition of 
GOD and Heavenly Joyes, that they. would Pray-for us 
to our Lord. What do ye, O Sefaries, dillike in this? 
The Scriptures, you ſay, teach it not. If I ſhould an- 
{wer, That neither do'the Scriptures forbid it, what could 
you farther reply *' Why, ſhall T not rather believe a 
thing to be lawful, - which, not being prohibited by the 
IG is prattisd by the Cherch; than to bE:unlaw- 
ful,becauſe it 15not exprefly commanded in Scripture? But 
we ſeek not to ſhelter our ſelves under thisExcuſe.For we . 
rely on the Scriptares,by which the Faithful are frequent-* 
ly commanded mutually to Pray for each other; and'in” 
which we often find Holy: Men requeſting the Prayers 
oftheir Brethren? *Tis ſo, thou-wilt ſay ; but theſe were - 
living Men, and defir'd the Prayers of the Living. Shew 
me,., Se/texy, this difference in Seriprere, that -tis lawful ' 


FA 


y | ['; ]. ny = 
co defire GODS Favonr by" the Priyert” of Holy Men 
yer Living, and wilewal {b'to 'dob F Y ets 


Deceaſed, and I will yeild up the Cauſe. 'Cireainly Mo-- 
ſes wi Dead; and\ſo” was Semwnel, when GOD declar'd, 


Mut Femple, 
Boe thouWilt fy) Tifere' Bone Mediator between” 


2? "© 
GOD'and Mer \which is'C RIST ESUS; Wh 
do ye ©'19 hay Meds wa, | : 
The car {Gree EY (more 1o-. ment :* 
So that” ris to be wondfed, you ſhould ſo"ofteh preſs td 


Saprrearefor us? Why there-" 
we injufe-CARIS F "Why do” 
ming His etitSinſufficterit?” The' 


living tereon Earth. Thisis, to wit; the preat Injury;we' 
fulneſs of CHRIST*s Paſſion. * 03 080, eo tOUY 
But thou wiltreply® The'S4zrs fticither ſee, nor heat 
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rhis Life be } nr orb] "There is in this no Excla- 
mation ; no b poftraphe: Theſe Fathers ſincerely and 
plaioly decta their own and the Churches ſeaſe.” 

1 would here (fays my Author) willingly Addreſs my 
mann, Wotio rs: ing" boy _ Serene King of Otel "R® 
Bricain- Hum does the King; him-do'many others believe; 7716. 
and he isfo often in fault Shs uſcs others tgoffend. Let "I 
him therefore conſide er, - his Error is in Fay 
| ing it to be Sr. - Angel in's Ovanidg? that the 7 
; ſhould beInvoca In his anfiwet to the A; of 
the moſt Thuſtrious Cardinal" Bellarmine, he Fir [ _ 
Now we conſent 10 St. Auguſtine, | that the Bo, 
Protomartyr ſhould be conveniently Bontur d\,' fince ts 
mighty GOD was pleas'd to work fome Mitatles by it : But 
that he wrought thoſe Miracles by the Invocation of Saints, 
is an Addition of the Cardinals own : For the Martyrs are 
not. Invocated by St. Angu tine. 'Nay, the Martyrs are. In- 
vocated 'dy St. Pats G bono bf refuſe to believe Au- 
guftize himſelf: For what can be 'plainer than that"Sen- 
tence, *Tis not to 'be' doubted, but the Aﬀettion of rhe 


Faithful profits the Deceaſed, when t recommend . their 
Tel they rfuade the King, 


| Souls to the Martyrs hy do you pe 
why do you perſaade y our ſelf Nie wiſe, ? fy call a yoo 
the Martyrs, whom 2 will not have' call'F | 
willingly with Reverence beſeech them, tlatthey Rank: 
obtain for you from our Lord this Faith,, which ou. 
reject, and that, the laſt Night may not 'c cloſe your E 
before you have abjur'd the darkneſs of Hoey. it the 
Light to. the Cligrch: 
But we' are &6mmanded'ia the Seriptaris Rye 

courſe to GOD.' Why' then ſhould we Addrefs our 


Elves to Saints? O brave new Wiſdom ! - Was the 
Church 


L 6 1 


SY us 


: ON that we. may. Fe mo 
Dy T5 he Pren of of | Bin 

pair Ap For wad 
NE ano ing from the Saints, hut ox 


oy, we goto 
at, they Ke 
obtain: for uy of our Lord, ;- They, can, 
themfelves. , . e defjre. nothing from chem mi hc 
Prayers. And pang {ſhould eter. and St,F 
mous for the Puricy of their Lives, and their ag Th 
Conſtancy at, their Death, be. leſs prevalent Advocates 
with Almi BOD, than ſuch contemptible Wretches, 
as, you, or I, who are daily guil guilty of new Offences ? .-. 
Wha ſhall I fay-of ray be ; whom GOD hasplac'd 


25 a Guardian over every one of us? Would'ſt thou have 


an Aſſiſtant. of ſo great Power, and,ſo great Splendour, 
Ts Unfaluted ? Wouldſt not thou of thy own accord re- 


- commend thy ſelf to him,.. to whom. thou art committed 


by, Almighty GOD. But ſome of you indeed deny, 0- 
thers are ignorant, that there are any ſuch Spirits pre- 
ſent with us. I wr” _ an Aged SeFary, who, though 
fierce, and daily diſputing againſt us, yet deny'd, he 
had ever before heard it to be. the Papi/ts Opinion, that 
there.was an Angel Afſign'd for the keep 0 of every 
particular Perſon... Nor is to be doubted, Gaid he, but this 
FiQtion had its Original from the Domeſtick and Fami- 
liar Gods of the Gezti/s.  Forbear, SeiFary, thy ill Lan- 
We have this Belief from the Holy Scrapinres,and 
2, wie the Foolerics of the Heathen. For that People 
and. Provinces have their i) $77 Bo who take care of a 
Affairs, thou findſt in Danze 10. Where Michael 
i5 faid to be Prince of the Tews, wr” of the Perſians, 
and another of the Grecians. And that. ſuch Spirits are 
given to every particular Perſon, we. are Tayght in Sr. 
Matthew Chap. 18. ver. 10. Where our Siviour fays,: Sec, 
that he deſpiſe not one of theſe little ones, for T ſay to you, 


that their Angels in Heaven do always fee the Face of my 


Father 


Co Fr 
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the. 
; Trot mie $00 Lord: NE and. bis Saints, and 
the very himſelf _—_ Kroper cud Afefbant - of 


ANY "83 
Father, nb 


Heqvin. Updn which plaod Se Hie- 
{oeherroghr ST pronto hr 
rear \1s. uaty. "Þ ev [] 
from if Be 's wes 


on/d: ht al d ffi its 
> Father, woes Go rdfes 


this admirable Woman, that Tſpeak nothing Partiahy, «fter 
the cuſtom of Flatterers.' 

But you complain of the, Venerationand;ReſpeQ, we 
give the Saints - wines GOD. alone; fay:you, is to he 


 Worſhiped, And St: Paulin his Epiſtle 'to: the: Colaf- 


ſtars, chap; 11: v. 1S Forbids Chriftiexs to be &duc'd in | 


the Fiuility enil Angels. 'In fine, the gl 
which, ſhew'd St. * Vifion ofthe 4p ape. 
ſuffer'd not himſ 'ro oe orſhip'd by. him.” 
Objections, O Seiferigs, are frequenthyin y our Mouths, 
and as often and as © a anfwwer'd by 'Us. "To Worſhip, 
isa Word of dubious GoniGcarion. ne Worſbiy' is due 


Sol, 
or: Saint , can never avoid: being. of Idotacry. 
There js anather Worſpip, or Nh gy Pay'd bythe 


be GOD, or- Venerating;. = A. ſuch,- ' With = all 
rinces, Kings, Angels, a ints are to be reſpeCted 
aceading to their Degrees 'and Dignities :' The one; as 

the Images of GON) bn Earth; 'the :other, as the Do- 
meſticks.of: GOQ-in, Heaven; | And that thou mayſt/aot 
deybt, but the Word Worſbip i is in the: Scriptures ap- 
ply'd to thoſe Honours, which may be La ully given 
to-Creatures, thoy findeſt it ag of Abraham, Gen. 
28s 4: 7- And Abraham Aroſe,. aud -Worſbipped: (Adora- 
Vi} the People of the Land; torwit): the Children of Heth. 
And of Natbanthe: Prophet "tis ſaid, '3 s Ch.1:'v.23: 
And when he was come in before the King, and hed Wor- 
hip 4 (adoraflet) hin, with. = Face to the Grownd. 


To 


cents 


—_— rg das eb 


"and heve Acceſs tothe Father \- Whith- 


the Antients attributed:to. Simorn' M, Ag. | 
Nor has St. Auguſtin - Nightly for the war 
wy m_ out'o Apocalypſe, who' 1n* his 
Quekion enefis, G ne Goa: the Majeſty 
& the Kepreſſions roy | Aag u&d (for he "Pad 
before chz. x. v. 1x: faid, in -the of 'our” Lord, +7 
ans:the firſt and the leſt;Rec: St:'F, Jobethought, 'twas Chriſt, 
and not an Ange, that ſpake to'him:” And that the 
Angel therefore forbad or. Jobs to give him-the Honour, 
which was dueto Chriſt." | Others, and thoſe very great 
men,:thus expound it, that St. John errd not in Wor- 
ſhipping the Angel ; but that the Angel-refus'd to re- 
ceive this Honour from St. Lo _ was an Apoſtle, 
a Prophet,and moft dearly Beloy JESUSCHRIST : 
So:that there was on both -ragart- y Humility, -both 
in the Giver and in'the Refuſer of this Worſe, Now - 
this indeed is both caſte to Prove, - and not hard toBe- 
lieve. For can we imagine, St. Fobs to-have been Tg- 
norant, that GOD alone, and-no Angel, is to be Wor- 
fhip'd with Latris, or Divine ' Honour? Or can 'it be 
thought, that he underſtood nds ,''with what fort of 
Reſpe& Angels were to be Venerated, who was not ons. 
ty CHRIST's Apoſtle,. but bis Beloved, who, leaning 
on the Breaſt of our Lord. at hislaft Supper, was there 
taught the Myſteries of his Divinity, to whom. our Sa- 
riours Mother was recdmmended 85 his oy and\who 
at; that-very-time, w ſteries Apocahyſe 
ning! 5; ray Faw wares. of Pathmos, had beer 
above threeſcore. years Preaching the Goſpel MN 
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the - World? Canſt/ thou coateit,. that; the Chrifians 
were till-that» time! Ignorant; whether,or*aftet- what, 
'tobe Re az; or; that /the'-very! 


our Lord had nottill:then reveaFd to Ghriftians," what 
ſortiof Reſpe& Thondd :be given'to Angels, whom: be- 
fore tliat time-all- the Apoſtles, except, St. John alone; 
were:by Martyrdom taken..out of the World.]; But ler 
us ſuppoſe, what i5:rhoft;abſurdz that St.-Fobn the Apo» 
Rle kntw:/not; what! no-Chriftian ought. at: thagtimeto 
have been ignorant of; 20/ wit, | whas:Reverence was to 
be ſhewn to Angels 3 'twas yet at leaft.dufficient for him 
to have been once inſtructed in-1t: by the Angel... But 
we find him- notwithſtanding ;tiagain attentpiing:the 
daive; \:Forwhen-(aswe havent: Ghip. 19,)-S6. Jokes fel] 
down to-worſhip,the Angel refusd:itrwith theſe wards; | 
See thou do it not, for 1 am. thy fellow Serpanty; Never» 
theleſs, 'we-find St. John again (chap. 219 falling down 
-toworſhip-him, | and again hearing the;ſame from . 
the Angel.” ' Was St-:Jchn ſo igaagratit ofqHRISHs 
Laws?” Doft thou think. he had fo ſood feirzot, whatihe 
had but a'littleibefore learnt of the Angtl?;;:Nay; this 
_ repeated falling down'of St Fahxat the-Angels:Feer! ſuf- 
on ſhews; that this/piqus S—_— ppm 
-and 'Meflengers:ss not\unaCceptable to Almyghty GOD. - 
We - ks together: -with' the &hnceli;- and! he. 
- Plalmiſt,: fing ; 'Butrrto me; QO:GOD-pthyFoacnds:are be- = 
- come borjourable-exctedingly. i: We admar their /hap- 
- pineſs,, we! deſire their; Rs any" 7, | 
2 ou 
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r, Of Hine ome -of 
« of. theiAngels, 
{peak to him, what 


[20] 
ſhouldft Ronen Ba 
the Order of :Prophers, the'C 
ſhouldſt Polos wort hitn, ſhould thou 


 Countenance wouldft thou put on, what:/Words,' what. 


Geſture wouldſt thou uſe ? however thou deny'R, 
that they dſt now appear in this manner; yet. wilt thou 
never derty,: but'that they may ſo.do; if Almighty GOD 
ſhall ſee it fit ? Would chow z& with ſich a Spitie; 2s 
if he were thy equal ? O-wouldftttion not rather-ſhew 
him Honour, that is, inthe ſenſe, of which we here 


| panty 60k 'or certainly thou, who: art often . 


uman Greatneſs, couldft nat forbear. vene- 

yn ap Fora which is far moreTublime'than all 
Earthly Honour. Why therefore may we :not -honour 
them, whom wa ſeenot, yet we know them to be, and 
to be happy ' united: to GOD, thoEreadrer GOD, ;xr> 
utnphibgin amoſtſecureL ?; Whylboyld it 
be unlawful to hive the ſame Reſpett for thob: we ſee 
not, 'which we may lawfully-have for thoſe we. ſee? _ 
-. Nor are you coritented only-to take away all Honour 
from.the'Souts: of the Bleffed,: bur you 'makei war: alſo 
oa thei Bodies: T'tdemble to- e:how .ntiany-Re- 
liques-of Saints you have fratter'd' inithe wind, thrown 
:nro the water; «conſum'd-with Fire; how -often_ you 
have in ſcorn plucke their ſacred Limbs _ the Gold, 
and Gems, inwwhich they were. inclos' them 
ro Coniteaipt} DPoſterity will-latherit their 1 $2 We are 
aſham'd for the of our! ; For what causd:all 
oi Jeng Fo othar the - - >Foomet o up: Turagrens 
ho Sanfity ques, by w 
have been often tormented, than the Hntiochiun Appollo - 
did the bg entr Dip not nam amen ateyn gi? was 

to:give his Oracles: -: 
" Tknow what yotu would fay';; to wit, that. Hier Ido- 
wok uoctla reftraind” bur-by' the Deftruftion of 


thoſethings, which we worſhipe. | Letusſee, what I 


dolatry 


| $32 

dolatry this was, which'muſt be cur'd by fo deſperate a 
Remedy, orhow we have in the Veneration of Reliques 
. exceeded the Cuftom of the moſt Primitive Church. If 
any Reliques' of Saints are removed from one place to ' 
another, we make the Streets ring with Hymns and 
Palms ; theaQtion is ger a with a great Conflux of 
People, who come to ſee and reverence theſe holy Re- 
mains. We diligently and devoutly apply our Hand- 
kerchiefs and Garments to the Coffin, or Bier, in or on 
which theſe Sacred Bones are laid, that ſecret Bleſſings 
- ay flow uponus. Wedivide their Bodies and Bones 
info Parts, that more may be partakers of their rape 
neſfs* and Help. We lay up theſe Reliques in the 
Churches, and'under the Altars, from whence the moſt 
holy Sacrifice is diſpens'd, or enchaſe them in the richeſt 
Metals and Jewels. We often repair ro them, ſuppli- 
cating Almighty GOD by theſe Pledges of his Friends, 
and 'fometimes alſo craving the Intercefſion of them, 
whoſe Remains we behold.” We proſtrate our ſelves, 
and kiſs this venerable Duſt, which heretofore ſery*d 
Almighty GOD, and ſhall hereafter riſe again,be chang'd 
and'reign with CHRIST. Webelieve that the Devils 


- * tremble, and are perplext at theſe holy Bodies, and that 


GOD is ſometimes pleas'd to afſert by Miracles as well 
this our Piety,as the Honour of Reliques. I have the more 
atlargedeclar'd this kind of Worſhip,that thou. O SeQta- 
ry,mightſt know,Chriſtians are not aſham'd of their Pro- 
— fefſion. We publickly own, that theſe things are done, 
and carefully obſerv'd by us. © All which if we fhall de» 
monſtrate to have exaQtly praQtis'd in the firſt- Ages of 
the Church, ' what remains, but rhat thou ſhouldſt 
wonder at thy having been fo bewitcht by Herelie, as 
to account tInspious Cuſtom of thy Anceſtors for 'mon- 
ſtrous. ENG grads 
How great Honour was by the Antients given to Re- 
liques; thou! mayſt learn from” Socrates lib. 3. cap. 1G. 


from 


[12] = | 
from Theodoret lib.; 3. cap- 9. and from -Sozomes lib.” 5. 


' cap..18. There thou wilt. read, what a concourſe of 


Chriſtians there was, when in the Reign of Julien the 
Apoſtate the Bones of St. Babilas .were to be remov'd 


_- from the Suburb Dephne to Antioch; and that zogether 


with the Women and Children, rejoycing and ſinging Pſalms 
they carried the Coffin. Yea, that Every one of thews 


_ going before began to dance ; and thatthere were preſent 


at the Solemnity Men and Women, young Men and M{tids, 
Old Men and Children, Evagrins, (lib. 1.cap.16,) writes, 
that the Bones of St. [2natizs were at the Command of 
Theodefius the Great, Traollated wirh exceeding Honour 
to Antioch : For which cauſe, lays he, there is even to our 
Age kept « Solemn Feaſt of common Joy. See, how great, 
and how much approv'd this Veneration was, of which 
*twas thought fit to keep an Annual Commemoration. 
Thou findſt in St. Hierom againſt Yigzlantius, that the 


«Bones of the Prophet Samuel were in his time brought 


from Palatine .to Conſtentinople by the Command of 
Arcadins, All the Biſhops, ſays he, carried in « golden 
Veſſel thoſe Reliques, wrapt in Silk. He adds, That the 


. People of all the Churches, went to meet the Holy Reliques, 


which they received with as much Foy, as if they had ſeen 
the Prophet preſent and alive : So that from Palatine 
even to Chalcedon the Swarms of People were joyn'd toge- 
ther, ſounding forth with one voice the Praiſes of CHRIST. 
With what Reverence allo the Bones of St, Chryſoftom 
werereceiv'd, when they were thirty five years his. 
Deceaſe Tranſlated; to Conſtantinople, thou haſt related 


by Theodoret, a Writer of that Age; who in his Eccle- 


ſiaſtical Hiſtory (lib. 5. cap. 36.) ſays thus, The Faijh- 
ful Afembly of: Men, making the Sea as it were « Conti- 
nent by the Multitnde of their Ships gover'd with the Lights 

the mouth of the Boſphorus, lying near Propontis. 
- Nor maylſt thou ſay, that theſe were as Funural Ho- 
nours, which were.in this manner given to the Saints; 
_ TT. ES and 
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and that Reliques were not in that Agcremoy'd,,. unleſs 
it were from' one Monument to ariother. - Nay, SetF ary, 
theſe Sacred _ were for the avoiding ' of danger, 
and the'more  Solemn-Invocating of Almighty GOD, 
brought forth of the Churches, and ſometimes carried 
even into the Camp.  Evagrias (lib. 1. cap. 13.) relates, . 
That he ſaw the Head of St. Simeon the Monk, ſent to 
hy, 9 the.Emperors Son-in-Law, who defir'd, that 
ſome Reliques of Saints ſhould be ſent-him, To the end 
he might more {ucceſsfully perform his Military Expedi- - 
tions in the Eaſt. And. hence you ſee, that "tis neither 
New, nor anyway TInjurious to the Saints, if their Reli- 
ques are divided into parts, that they may be diſtribu- 
ted to many. For that Simeon was not Beheaded;. but 
having dy'da Natural Death; lis Body was by the Chrs- 
ftians not DilreſpeQtully torn in Pieces, but Reverently 
and Piouſly divided. Thou readeft moreover in St. Au- 
guſtin (de Civit. Dei, lib. 22. cap. 8.). that the Reliques 
of St. Stephen were diſpersd in ſeveral places up and 
down peer as at the Tib:/itan Waters, in the Caſtle 
of Synes, at Calama, Judituras, Uzali, and Hippo: 
-That they were Reverencd, that Miracles were every 
where wrought at them, By the Martyr, by :he. Martyrs 
help,” at the Martyrs Requeſt. Theſe are. the Words of 
Yrs. : es. tur Gln Wwe 
' A perſon of very great ity, but (alas!) a Se&# 
in whe ” Ar My As wh 29 ah ſome Diſcourſe | 
darn) v6 {o great Conſent of our Anceſtors in Ve- 
nerating Xeliques; deſirous not to diflolye, but capti- 
ouſly to elude this A_ , faid, that theſe were 
ſome Remains of the Idolatry, then. newly Abolifh'd.; 
at which the Biſhops of thoſe times conniv'd, that.they 
might not ſeem altogether to oppoſe the Peaples Incli- 
nation. O, whoever thou art, acknowledge the Viti- 
ouſneſs of Heyeſfie , which forces her Patrons on theſe 
Ablſurdities; . For if this'had its Original from the Evil 
| of. 
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_-of Ido and not-from Chriſtian Vertue , why did 
the Be temſeiver not only ſuffer it 10't!-2 | 


2 People, 
but Inftrutthem in it, as a part of Religious _ 
Why did they refer the Rites and Solemnities of thi 


Veneration to Almighty. GOD, as their Author? Why 


alſo did GOD aſſert theſe things by Miracles ? For 
thou mayft hear no Unlearned, nor Ignorant Perſon, but 
the great St. Auguſtin, who in his Confeſſions, (lib. g. 
cap. 9.) fays thus: Then didft- thou in « Vifion diſcover to 
thy aforemention d Prelate ('St- Ambroſe) in what place lay 
conceal'd the Bodies of thy Holy Mortyrs, St. Protafius-and 
Sr. Gervaſius, which thos hadft for ſo many years reſerv'd 
wncorrapted in Secret, that thou mtghtft ſexſonably bring 
them forth to reftrain a Feminine ; but Royal Fury (to 
wit, of faſtine Anguſts, Mother to-Val-ntinian, who 
was an Arias, and a great Enemy to the Catholicks.) 
For when theſe Bodies being digg'd up, and brought forth, 


were with fitting Honour Tranſlated to Arbroſe's Cathedral, - 


not only thoſe, who were tormented with unclean Spirits, «s 
the ſame Devils confeſs'd, were Cur d ; but a certain Cits- 
zen alſo, well known in the City, who had been years 
blind, heving enquir d, and being told the Cauſe of the 
Maltitudes rejoycing, ftarted up on « ſudden, and deſfir d 
his Guide to lead him thither : Whether being brought, 'he 
beſought Admiſſion to touch with an Hankerchief the Bier 

thy Szints, whoſe Death was Precions in thy Sight. 
Which he had no ſooner done, and put it to bis 'Exes;/ but 
they were preſently opened. The fame St. Aagaftin inhis 
Treatiſe of the City of GOD, (lib. 22:cap. 8.) has theſe 
words, When Biſbop Projetus brought the Reliques of the 
moſt glorious Martyr St. Stephen-to the Tibilitan Waters, 
there was «4 great Meeting and Flocking of the People ro 
that place in Honour and Memory of the Saint. There it 
happend, that «certain Blind-woman begg'd, ſhe might be 
led to the Biſhop, 4s he was carrying thoſe Holy Pledges : 


She gave him ſome Flowers , which ſhe had brought along 


with 
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In the LO Ae any vey greanls 
las 2 he Reliquerof Se phanymens 
V. at 
reft , five rais'd from the Dead, ſome.of whichconteo 
the Reliques, whilſt to others their: Garments, having 
frſt touch 'd the Reliques, were applyd. £0 them after 
their Deaths. - 
- How wouldye,: 0 Setfaries, hifG at 2): al Gcecies; re- 
lated 4n the Gama Stile; and-after the ſame:manner, were 
they Penn'd by any Writer of theſe Times; when as 
now, through Veneratian to {o great-an Author, ye 
Bluſh at them ? Recolle& thy elf, O'Sefery, and thou 
wilt ſee, that the Bones of the Martyrs: were taken up, 
not through any Idolatrous Cuſtom, : but bythe :Com- 
- mand of Almighty GOD. Thou wilt ſee; 'that' tis ot 
only a lawful, but alſo a Pious AQtion, to apply Clothes 
Handkerchiefs to their Bodies; and: from. ſuch an 
n both to expe&t Help: and-defire i..:.:Thou 
k of ſeein fine, that all theſe. things-- ns as. right and 
ſincere, approv'd by: Mzracles.:” - | 
Theſe Reliques we either depoſite under the Altars, 
or lay up in Beautified Coffers - And both theſe accor- 
ding to. Antient Cuſtom. St. Hierom againſt Vieilautius 
has theſe words..;; 1s: it therefore ill ddwe of Wine Roman 
Bybop, to offer Sacrifices 't0 our. Lord over thi-Venttable 
Bones, 'as we eſteem — of St- Peter aud 7 12 py | 
are Deed; 2 h ju thy Opinion tis only uſeleſs Du | 
And in i pos he ore of the fame; Pagina; 
He grieves, that #he Reliques of the: Martyrs. 'are courr'd 
ot coſth V, es 4 ad not REI bound up tn: Rags; ar Hair- 
clot 
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ſerving 70 
\ for- daring 


Orator ſbould perhaps vome, they, © 


ve ohighly offended with Yigilentins for Tcoffing 
at this PraQtice, had not he, who Se eld 


Church, and. t yversdin Antiquity, wellknown, 
.thatthiswas Paoully:to GOD's Honour, and with the | 


Churches Approbation, perform'd'by Chriſtians. "The 
{ame St. Hierom inthe Life of St. * lon; qore ie thus - 
of one Conſtantia, whom he calls, A moſt Holy Woman : - 
' She was wont: ro watch whole Nights at his (St. Hilarion's) 
. Cepalchre,. and there tv Diſcourſe with him, as if he were- 
prefent to hear her Prayers.” And St. Avenſtine in his - 
Treatiſe of the City of GOD, - (4;6. 22: ch. 8.) relates... 
that one Pax/adia was by a very great Miracles Cur'd of 
.a\moſt dreadful Diſeaſe, who, ſays he, Went-ro make her 
"Prayers to the Holy Martyr Sr. Stephen, - | 
=. We believe in fine, That art the prefence of ſych Re/:- 
gzes, the-Devils-are vex'd - and tormented. Nor mayſt 
thou thereforecall us ſimple and credulous Coxcombs. - 
For in this we have the Church for our Miſtreſs , and 


-themoſt Antient Fathers for our Authors. Was the Em- 


| a24inft Vigilantivs, - 
trof Sacriledge in Tranſlating to Conltuacinopts the 


Holy Reliques of. St. Andrew, St. Luke, ed S;. Timothy, 
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. Auguſtin: 7iEgille- 491 che: Clergy! 
of Hippo; which. | wit | for; thy-ſake;:@: Srfgy, 
mg Bl Eph vga no ror things;) it? 
every. where, being contain'd or. included in no plate, ax: 
he 'mu#t by all tras, Worſbipers be Worſhip'd in "Sptrio anel! 
Trath ; that hearing in Seayet, he' may. alſo: Fuſfbify and) 
Crows in Secret. Nevertheleſs «& to thoſe thirds, which. 
are viſibly. known to men, who can ſearch into his Counſel,” 
why theſe. Miracles are Wrought in ſome places, and not in: 
others? For the Sandity of the place where the Body of 
Bleſſed Felix of Nola.4 Buriedzis knownto many,whether I 
deſor'd, that they (to wit, Boniface the Prieſt, accus'd of 
an m__—_ CT, together _ his _ ): oak 20, 
becauſe from hence it may more eaſily and. Faithfully bewyit- 
ren. 10.46; what (hall be manifefted in either of them. For 
we know, that im Milain 4. the..& » of the Saints, 
where the Devils wonderfully. and Terribly Confeſs 5: aver- 
tainT hief, who came to that place with a: full intent'ty de- 
cefue by Swearing 4 Falſboad-3 was forc d tv. confeſs his. 

The: Matter being ſufficieatly\afferted: by. ſuch\ emi- 
neat Perſons, by ſo. Antienta Prafticeend Belief: I ſhall 
conclude: with the .Opiniog of Gepnedine: A 
which he himſelf. thus delivers. among the aftical | 
Decrees. (Lib. de Ecclefpaſte Dogmete,cap. 7 3.) Wetbelieve,. 
that the Bodies of the Saints, aniu'eſpetially the Reliques of 
the. Bleſſed Martyrs. ,. are moſt. ſinterely to\-be' Honour d, 
as Members of CHRIST; and\that the\Churches call d'by 

their Names,. are with moſt. Pious. Affet#ion ' and Faithfub. 
Devotion to be frequented, as; Holy Places; Dedicarrd vw 
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Divine Worſhip. Wheſoever (batogpoſe this Sentence; s 
mor. to be thought « Chiltian,. but ap. Eunomianad- Vis 


gilantian, - Tell meg (eZ ar9,) if Gennediaanbadoliv'din 
this: Agg,, would he:nov haveadded: you to Exunomiaes 
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_ arid #pilantians, and-faid:” He's, wot to be-thought « 
_ MatterSare ſd connex'd,' that';-whilſt we aſſert one' 
thing, we at the ſame time Plead for another. ac bes 
deny all Belief to Miracles, which you fay to have ſeen 
frequent/in the Churches Infancy ;* but that now, the 
Chriſtian Faith being Eftabliſh'd, they are ceasd. But 

,. O Seitary, that this Faith was in St- Avgaſtin's 
time receiv'd and ſettled throughout the . World : And 
that the frequency of Miracles was then ceas'd, by 
which the Foundations of the Church in the Apoſtles 
time Encreas'd;; and>yet He, 'as thou: ſeeſt ; acknow- 
ledges, that Miracles were wrought in his Age, efpe- 
cially at the Reliques of the Saints, nor that only in theſe 
Places, we have already cited ; but in many others alſo. 
Likewiſe," Gays he,\Gib. 15 Rerrat?." cap. 13.) Whereas T 
[eidiin my Book concerning thue Religion: That theſe Mi- 
racles.were not permitted to continue to our Times, -teft the 
Sow ſhould always ſeek wifible things, 'and Mankind now 
grow cold by their frequency, - which was heretofore. inflani 
by their Novelty : This'mdeed 1s true; for they do not* 
»omwhen Hands are Teid\ ow the Baptizd, ſo receive the 
Holz: Ghoft, ' 5 to ſpeak with the Tongues of all Nations-: 
Nor are the Sick now Cur d by oy Þ ea x ny oi 5 
Preachers, as thi s along - The fame may be ſaid 
ſneb other; thi rf FIine and have fince Mn 
feftly ceas dl. Bah whis T ſaid, 15 not ſo to be underſtood, 
that no 'Mirdcles ' 'bewow believ'd to be done in the- 
Name of CHRIST. ' For1 wh [elf,* when 1 writ that very- 
Book, well knew, that a Blind-man'its the City of Millain 
neveiv d bis Sight at the 'Bodjes of ' certain Martyrs there ; 
with [everd other Miracles). of which there ave'tven inour- 
Times ſomany wrought, that we cax neither know thim all," 
or reckon thoſe; whith we know. In the ſame Book (ch. 
14.) heſays: 1s another place, biving related the Mire- 
cles which our Lord FESUS did, when he was here in the 
Eteſb, 1 added theſe words £ You will ſay, why are on 

theſe 
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theſe things done now? And enſwered, Becauſe they 
would not move, if they were not wonders ; and they 
would not be wonders, if they were frequent. Now this 
I ſaid, becauſe neither allthoſe, nor yet ſo great Miracles 
are now wrought; and not, becaaſe there are now none at 
all. 

He has related alſo at large the Miracles of his Age'in 
his Trad of the Ciry of GOD, (1b. 22. cap. 8.) What, 
how great, and how many-are the Miracles there re- - 
cited ! And thoſe indeed certain, clear, done in his 
own Memory, and of which he himſelf was for the moſt 
part alſo a Witneſs. Nor did he commit to Writing 
all, that he then knew to have happen'd,. being in a 
manner overcome with their Multirude. For he fays, 
The deſire, I have of finiſhing, according to my Promiſe, 
this my Treatiſe, permits me not to mention all, I know of 
this kind; and without doubt moſt of my Friends, who ſhall 
happen to read, what I have here ſet down, will be: ſorry 
that Thave omitted ſo many, which they know, as well as I. 
Whoſe pardon 1 now, beg, deſiring them to refed what 4 
T oil it would be for me to do that, which the Work, I have © 
here undertaken, will by no means allow. For to ſay nothing 
of others, ſhould 1 but ſet down the Miraculous Cures, 
wro, Martyr, the moſt glorious St. Stephen, in 
the Town of Calama, as alſo in ogr own, it would require 
the Writing of many Books, and yet they would not all be 
colletted. 

Why therefore ſhould our Age be thought deſtitute 
of Miracles? What uſe was there then for them, which 
may not happen now ? What Scripture, what word of 
GOD baniſhesfrom us theſe .V Vorks of the Almighty ?- . 
If thou have regard to thoſe frequent, and, as I may ſay, 
daily Miracles, by which the Church was in her be- 
ginning aſſerted , they were already, as St. Auguſtin 
confeſles, ceas'd in his time ; but as for ſuch, as are more 
ſeldom, though no leſs certain, neither was. that Age, 
| nor 
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nor'is ours, without them. But *cis no wonder,, - 


ou 
would have thoſe Miracles remov'd from the Mind and 
Eyes of Men, by which your Cauſe is overthrown : 
ſince there are none wrought amongſt you,. but fuch, by 
which you ___ that you are in Error; ſince you 
are Enemies to Holy Relicks, at which CHRIST often 
does theſe Supernatural. Works; fince laſtly as many 
Miracles, asare wrought amongſt us, are ſo many Thun- 
derbolts. of Almighty. GOD, by which he confounds 
your H:reſy. 


hy 


The End of the Seventh Chapter. 
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